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SUBJECT: SOVIETS LOOK TO INSURGENT VICTORY IN CAMBODIA 

1 . WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT PETER OSNOS SAID THAT AN 
UNSPECIFIED SOVIET SOURCE TOLD HIM ON MARCH 13 THAT MOSCOW NOW 
LOOKS TOWARD AN EARLY VICTORY BY THE KHMER ROUGE PORCES AND HAD 
"TAKEN CERTAIN STEPS" TO ESTABLISH TIES WITH THE INSURGENTS. 

DEPUTY POREIGN MINISTER PIRYUBIN'S RECENT TRIP TO HANOI WAS ONE 

OP THOSE STEPS. ON THE POSSIBILITY OP A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, 

BASED ON THE LAOTIAN EXAMPLE OR SOME OTHER PORMULA, OSNOS' SOVIET 
SOURCE SAID THAT MOSCOW SAW NO REASON TO TRY TO "BAIL THE 7.S. 

OUT" OF ITS PREDICAMENT AND THAT PURTHER TEMPORIZING WOULD 
SERVE NO USEPUL PURPOSE. 

2. COMMENT: THESE VIEWS, IP THEY ACCURATELY REELECT OFPICIAL 
SOVIET THINKING, SHOW A SIGNIPICANT SHIFT AWAY FROM MOSCOW'S 
LINE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS WHICH HELD OUT THE "LAOTIAN 
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EXAMPLE" AS A USEFUL MODEL POR A CAMBODIAN SETTLEMENT. HOWEVER, 
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GIVEN CURRENT PRECARIOUS SITUATION IN PHNOM PENH, SUCH A 
SHIFT SEEMS TO US HIGHLY PLAUSIBLE. 

STOESSEL 
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